Pharmacologic management of psychosis in the elderly: a critical review.
Psychotic symptoms are seen in numerous psychiatric illnesses afflicting the elderly. This article reviews the efficacy of the pharmacologic management of psychotic symptoms in primary psychotic disorders, affective disorders, and neurodegenerative disorders. A comprehensive literature review. Evidence to support the use of pharmacologic interventions to manage psychotic symptoms in elderly patients afflicted with primary psychotic disorders and affective disorders is limited by the absence of randomized, placebo-controlled trials (RCTs). The use of low-dose clozapine is supported by RCTs in Parkinson's disease. The efficacy of risperidone and olanzapine for the treatment of psychotic symptoms has been demonstrated by large RCTs in Alzheimer's disease. There is evidence of the efficacy of antipsychotic medications to manage psychotic symptoms in elderly patients. However, the absence of published evidence from RCTs in primary psychotic and affective disorders, and the limited evidence in the neurodegenerative illnesses, is notable.